Radar Graph
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FIGURE 8.11a: Radar graph showing comparison of cases and controls in an RCT for 5 measurements
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FIGURE 8.11b: Radar graph showing comparison of male and female cases of diabetes on 6 measurements
Radar graph provides a suitable presentation when performance of one group on 4 – 6 variables is to be compared with another group. As many axes are drawn as the number of variables and a polygon is drawn according to the values as shown in Figure 8.11a and b. This looks like radar. The first figure compares average age, percent females, percent hypertensives, percent obese and average hemoglobin level in cases and controls at baseline in an RCT. The graph reveals that percent hypertensives are very different in the two groups but all other values are not much different. Second figure compares male and female diabetic patients for 6 measurements. Notice the marked difference in percent on diet control and with regular exercise.

Radar graph seems like a good tool for multivariate comparisons. But only two groups can be cleanly compared. For three or more groups, this becomes too cluttered. If one radar portrays general population averages for 5 or 6 variables and the other same variables for a specific group such as those suffering from cancer, the graph can depict on which variables, if any, cancer patients exceed the general population and on which variables they have less value.

